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ASHEVILLE
AND VICINITY

FEATURES OF THE LAND OF
THE BKY.

No Bcenery More Ploturesque Than
the Mountain Country of North
Carolinn—Asgheville the Saratoga of
the Bouth--~A Cosmopolitan Clty on
“Seven Hills'Hotels and Clubs.

North Carolinn I=s not alone grent in
her Industelnd and materinl wenlth; ahe
In mujestle and sublime In the atupend-
ous works of the Almighty, as portray-
el In towering  mountaing and  deep-
shadowed gorges and Iimmenge forests,
The East has its Whlte mountalng, the
West has Ita Rockles and its Blerrng,
und Britlsh Columbia her Coascider,
gold and her Selkivkas and Alaskn her
Bt Bloe Alpg, whose bharren but mnjeas
the summite plerce the very heavens,
noble fortressos 1 fentures of
strength on noature's face. All thege we
have heen permitted to behald In theiy
beauty and grandeuy, but nowhere in
this country 4 there a réglon more
pleturesque, more charmingly beauti-
ful than the mountain  country of
weslorn North  Caroling, poetic 't||\
known ag "The Lond of the SkyS
While It 14 true thoge of the West !
of greater elevation, rugged, Doy
and forbldding, those found In we
northern Carolln in  the  pleturesggue
Nlue Ridee and other ranges of the
great Appalachan ohain, which forms
the “divide between the witers of the
Atlantle ocean  amd  the  Mizsissip
river are robed in deep hued foresta Lo
thelr highest sumnits, Where the
greuter peaks of the Rocky amountain
ranges frown, those of the "The Land
of the Sky'" smile thrvough banks of
rhododendrong and aznlens, Where the
villeys of the one are rocky and ime=
passible gorges, in the other are fern-
carpeted forests through which moun-
tain streams, elear as corystal tumble
merelly along over moss-grown rocks
in their vace to the open.  Let the read-
ers ploture In the mind a reglon where
rangn after range of heavily forested
mountaing poaralled other  lke
wuves of the sea, interlneing
vallevs are rich with  verdure and
flowers and where silver strenimg mur-
mur unceasingly. hinagine o o land of
hright, winsome skiex, then add to
this glory, nir so Ught and pure, go full
of tonlo and softness, thnt every breath
sends o new flush to the check and o
new sparkle to the eye, then throw over
all @ canopy of bluest of Italinn blue,
and vou have “The Land of the Sky,'
where the Joy of lving becomes in-
tenalficd a8 nowhere else in this conn-
try, This rugged mountaln reglon em-
braces the extreme western portlon of
North Carolinn and' the eastern edge
of Tennessee, s arew is the equal of
Switzerland and ncknowledged to be a
worthy rvival In majestic beauty and
sublimity. Within these confines are
soveral districts alike in thelr general
foptures, but  each  having  distinet
charms and advantages peculiarly s
own, Al of it is widely mountainous,
there being more than twenty penks
Ligher than the famous Mout Waoashing-
ton of New Hampshire and over four
seore,  alnu us massive and high,
exceeding 0 feet clothed to thelr
very summils with o growth of heavy
timber. There are some slupendous
preclplees, such as Cpesar's Hend and
Whiteside, the latter presenting a per-
pendicular front of naked rock, 180 fect
In height.

BLEVATED
In this elevated
Caroling, the

PLATEAL.
platean of Novth
highest body of lnnd east
of the Ttockies—Asheville, “'the mueccn of
heplth eckers,” s located 2,200 foet
uhove 2o It»wl—ltlglnv than any city
cust of Denver, In every  direction
the mountuins  ralse  their ma
huolghts, until they seem o plevee the
very n#nre of the skies. Its geo-
graphical loeation, Iving as It does in
the central belt the temperate gone,
insures  the most  dellghtful  spring
cllmate, No  blenk Northerneprs enn
pass over the mighty peaks which
gunrid the Norvithwest and the goft ins
thience of the Gull Stenn fell far
Into the intevior, There bs pevfoct frees
om frome the exteomes of oither heat
and cold, and the vitollty In the air,
Inden us It ds with the balsain of the
pings has an Inanediate effeor upon the
visltoy,

A Lrge propovtion of
Ing the year are sunny,
cleinr doye belng 239
winter one feols
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the ditys dur-
the avervage of
Many days in
a8 comtoviable in the
bright sunshine, as he would in June,
North, and plenicking partles to the
woods with Inneh ket ave frequent
in February, The winter tempervature of
Asheville is several degrees wurimer
than that of Genevi, Switzerland, and
Turrin, JTtaly., and fourleen Gegrecs
warmer than in the Swiss Alps, where
thousunds of patients are sent every
winter by specinllsts for the beneficinl
effectis of Its mountnins aiv,

The rain fall ig very smull, only
inches, while that of Alken, Is
lanty, 62,7 and Jucksonville, 65,6 loches,
One  distivguished visltor vemuarked:
“The alr of the veglon has such pecu-
Harly brocing nnd invigorating quality,
electrical In chavacier, much so, I
feel aa if breathing champoagne,” Ashe-
ville has the deyvest olimate the year
round, of any polit cost Denver,
cording to the Uadiad Siat Slgnul
Servive offielnl ol
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togik of the South,' 1 b hnvdly
colrect, for therd sl palnt
in which comiparison of nutural wdyvan-
tuges cun be nude, hivh would
be in Asheville's favor, Clhmate,
ery, health and atmospheric conditlons
are Incompurably betier ot Asheville,
1 repeat nuture has O enciyvled this
beantiful city with rugged mountaln
seenery that the teaveller comdog fram
which divection he moy, hus pressnted
te hhin with kKoleldoscople changes, o
panorama. which  for sublbmity and
grandeur I8 surpussed in bhut few spots
In the world.
s wituntion
mountuins, the Itk
Gireat Himoky und
nanoa and Prench Beond
looking o thousaiul
supberb gcenery, has given it
if “The Clty of the Ski
Nowport whd Barnlogon of
oimbined., Once the resort of
people  only, s funw
hroughout the world,
favorito yegort for Englishinen and
Mmher forelgners of rank and lelters
who tind congenlul soclety dmong the
nany lievary guests centered here,
Mocklpng rom the South in summer and
rom the North in winter, lngering
il the Bolstices are well spent. What
Lengx In Moassachussevis is (o the Berk
thire Hills soclully, Asheville = 1o “The
Land of the 8ky," in Cavoling, It has
seen freauently called the soclal capitu)
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The bealthfulness of  Ashevilla s
wonderful and malarvin, the digense of
the century, and hay fever, that In-
deseribalble vearly visltation ave un-
known In thig gection, swhile pulmonary
and thront troubles, soon succumb to
fta balmy ale. The average mean tem-
peratiive s 60 dogrees nnd wherens In
New EFogland, the deaths from oons
aumption are 260 In every thousand,
and even n Minnesota and Callfornin
150, In Caroling, the “Land of theBlue
Sk there are but thirty out of every
thougatd who sucetimb to thie Inaldious
digonse,

Iis location on
natural dealnonge

vHeven Hills," provides
to the valleys of the
French Broad aml  the Hwanhianon
rivers, which In forty miles fulls 1700
fest, Thuw It will be peen at o glanee,
with thig great and perfoct systom this
locality must be nbeolutsly free from
nll mularia, *
COBMOPOLITAN OCITY.

Asheville = a4 cosmopolitan  und
cultured elty, The businesg portion of
the city  centers about the publie
arpire, Whera gtands the picturesque
ald court houre, the modern municipal
building, the city hall, in the basement
of which is the public market, the legnl
bullding, the newspiaper offices, many
stores and  other business  ediflces,
Radistln from the square all the
strects nre solldly bullt up with brick
huginess hloeks, On all sides of these,
Hes the resldence port of the town,
built on the undulating land, not (oo
clogely, the average residence lot hnve
ing n seventy-five foot frontnge. Lance
Monument I8 located herve, There ore
few clitles In the Bouth which have as
Inrge o number of beautiful resldences
acceording to itg population a4 Ashe-
ville, Many people from all over the
country have been attracted here on
aceount of its delightful and healthful
climate and moking Asheville their
permanent home, have bullt modern
and Inmany instances Juxurious homes,
one of them Mpe, George Vanderbilt,
the most costly residence in America,
A worthy description of It will require
n specinl letter, Asheville hns o per-
manent population of 14,000 and several
thousamd visitora who sojourn at the
viirlous hotels, ng n henlth resort,

'he visitor 18 at onee favorably me-
presaed with the progressive character
of its cltlzens, who evinee a strong
town pride in advancing the materinl
interest of the community amd any
new comer of merlt and enterprise,
meet  with  instant  recognition and
stipport. Sinee it has become an all
the year round health-resort it has
had o vigoroug growth mml an active
alr of commaoreinl life and upon every
turn there are indisputable evidences
ol thrift and prosperity, The shopplng
venter of Asheville, i 8o up-to-date in
all its features that one might well be-
lleve themselves In a clty of 50,000 pop=-
ulition. The well stocked stores, Lhe
live and energetle set of merchants and
the high grade nature of the local
population, indicate  the substantiol
chavacter of s retadl trade, The retail
business of Asheville is upwarids of
$3,000,000 0w year, The eity has spent
upwitrds of $600,000 in paving all the
principal streety, (some twelve miles),
with asphalt Dlocks and completing a
syetem of general sewerage, (now lald
twelve miles), made eary by the topo-
graphy of the loeality, also an excellent
wiater supply. There are eleven miles
of electrie street rallway and the streets
are lighted algo by electricity. A dum-
my hasg been constructed up Sunset
mountain from where i2 obtiadned one
of the most beautitul views In the
world, Here  are several  handsome
churches and school buildings.

AN EDUCATIONAL CENTEIL.

Asheville has become quite an edoe
tional center and has  geveral  well
koown institutions of learning of the
highest  exeellence, The  Bingham
gehoal, for boys, established In 1792, long
Known s one of the best of s class
in Amerien: the Asheville  colleg a
soehool, G z2ivls and young women;
Mizs Champlio dchool, for ghls; the
Skyland Institute, the Asheville Breoe
Kindergorden association, with  four
gchools maintiained by private sub-
acviption tmd the Asheville Business
college, The most Important and one
gronl fntevest to ug, having received
substantinl abid  frone the  Preshytery
of Loackawamu, threongin the “Waoaman's
Flome  Misslonory Hoarl,® are the
“Home Industrin! Sohool’ with  Miss
Florenece Stephenson as superintendent,
which = doing o nable work I the
line of proctieal education for glvls,
and the “Asheville Norinal and  Col-
leghate Institate" estnblshed for the
higher education of soung women for
teachers, organlzed by Rev, L. M. Pease
and nowy unler the control of  the
Northern  Preshyieriin chureh with
Rev, Dr. Thomns | ag ghperin-
tendent., These two instibutions are
cutec In oo beautifnl pavk of thivty-five
acres on o one of  Arheville's
Hilg" and are worthy of an e kel
deseription, which may appent at an
carly doy. ‘There s also the Asheville
Fivin School, occupying 420 ncves
which hus one hindred students,
who ave taught agrienltural work on
:r|i\'l’lr\1'>| ared prretienl selentithe Tnes,

Asheville has o Past  beey
Famong G BE hospitiadivy o “*the
stranper within s goes"" e the guests
at its commedious  and  oagnidcelent
hotels will testify,  Fhe ost noted ore
the Battery Poarke hotel, the Kenilworth
Inn, the Morgo Tervace and the Albe-
marle manor and oottopes, All  uye
worthiv of speclal mention hut as the
Hosits of this  aetlele  only  permits o
bylel descviption of the stvlking features
of this highly favored section ol
nttractive oliy, R
aries, T oan omly
tery b IKenilwortn Inn
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ot b IE, for while It s not o moment’s
wilk jnto the very center of Asheville
ver b I entively removed from all the
turinell pod dust, The hotel Is sur-
rounded by o grove of anclent oaks aml
presents o omost loviting and  pletur-
edigiie wppenrance, It o secluded In
s oW i enviormment that the sojoucney
withiin hospitable wall moy oo, i
they desire nbsolule restfulness and ve-
PUSE, OF AN nn guests
ey find the utellectual of all nutions,
or may enter into the gayelles Lhit
s eliingd amusements

lll ] I-- s biful sty e tmf— in 80 clogely
associated with  Asheville, that the
nanmes e wbmosEt  Bynonyinous. It
devives its name rom ite belug located
an o historic spot, the yvery point where
the Confederates plunted a battery of
artillery, for the defence of the cily
during the Oivil war. Then the grim
Ingtrupents of death glaved viclously
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over the breast works, which =il re-
main, but long sinee the cannon hiave
vielded  thelr placer to flowere  anid
Bhrithbs and the happy volees of ¢hilldren
nre heard an they romp over the woll-
trfed glopen, The hotel = modern and
nrehitecturally heantitu), 1te frontige
I8 455 feel and wide, comfortable  vers
andas, encompnss It on all sldes, they
nre so hroken by gables, orlel and bow
windows, that the dimensions decelve
the eve. They are made doubly attracs
tive in aummer by an abundance of
flornl baskete and wide awninge and
In winter enclosad in glnes, 2o that In
Inclement weather, the Invalid guesis
miny  enjoy thelr  sun-hithe nnd
profmenades without leaving the hotel,
The maln oMes or rotundin is most
home=lke nnd attractive with itn huge
and old fashloned furnitare, broad and
groceful stoadrwaoye and ocasy  stolrs.
Directly off the rotundn, on one slde
nre the spnelous parlors and on the
other o serien of tastefully furnighed
connecting rooms, devoled to the use
of the ladier for writing, reading and
billinrd playving. The ball room Ig 150
x40 feat and one of the handsomest
of any resort In the country. The hotel
I#= heated by steam, and open fire
places and lighted wholly by electricity.,
The house |a especially adapted for an
all=the=yearsround patronage, The
The mannger, Mr, K, P, McKlisslck, also
proprietor, I8 a gentleman, whose genial
pereonnlity and all around good fellow-
ghip, hag glven him o reputation ag an
Idenl host which hag reached far be-
yound the MImits of North Carolinn

A SBWELL FEATURE.

I should mentlon one of the popular
and enjoyable features of the hotel,
the “Bwinnnnon Hunt clul.' It is the
swell “"lfeature” socially of the clty, ila
lending people being members and s

which are held at the Battery
Pavk are brilllant affalre, The club has
two houses, one occuples o pleasani
plnee on the lnwn of the hotel adfoining
the congervatories, the other nenr Sal-
phur Eprings, four mileg from the city.
All guests of the hotel are made wel-
come at elther club, and for those who
do not care for fox hunting, the hotel
provides un ample supply of elther soud-
dle or delving horses, ag an out-of-daor
exercise. The club houses ave artistic-
ally furnished with mementos of the
chage, trappings, and pletures of the
hunt. special room being flited up for
ladles who vide in, or enjoy the chase,
So I might enumerate, This feature
added Lo golf, Ashing and hunting Tor
big game, makes Asheville an fdeal
spot for sportemen.  The Battery Park
in nll vespects ranks among the most
complete resorts In the South. Truly
the haven of health, recreation and
pleasure unalloyed,

Prom the hotel veranda o marvelous
vistic opens before the eve., The scene
changes with the hours for the rosy
lightg of morning, the glare of noon
day nnd the shadows of the evening,
give epch in thelr turn o new il
viled charm to the view—the most
muagnificlent panorami of  mountaln
seenery In Ammerlea.

What do we see? Dominating the
vity like the caplitol at Washington,
one looks out on every slde nerross an
Interval of compacted brick and morter
to cireumjacent hills and wooded ridges
orowned wlith nodern villas, In Lhe
near foreground are the well paved
streets  and boulevards and handgome
homes of Asheville, To the left two
miles on o higher plateau the capacious
Kenilworth  Inn, proudly overlooking
the eity and wvalley and adjoining it
in full view, some three miles distant,
the noble  Vanderbilt  chatean  and
directly in front, as i grand center
plece of thig array of mountaing stands
olid Plsgah, 6,717 feel high with its sen-
tinels on ench slde forming a gigantic
laop 250 miles lang by 60 miles wide,
The loftlest range i the Black moun-
talng and said by geologists to be the
“oldest land in Amerien, The highest
peak ount Mitehell, 6,711 feet or 424
feet higher than Mount Washington,
Clingman's Doave, 6,068 fect is the high-
est peak of  the Smoky  mountaing,
Ilh'hluul Bualsam, the highest peak of
» Blsain, the Yellow mountidng, 6,133
|wt the highest In the Cowee range,
while Standing Indiun  aml  Wayah
Bald ave 5,50 feset, the loftlest peaks in
the Nantahola vange and the Tusgquittee
peaks vise to an elevation of 5,014 Peel,
There are 43 mountadns o western

vt Caroling thal tower over .00
et lilgh
KENILWOIRTH INN

Thiee frst view which the travellepy
froam (he Norvth hae of Ashevile, s thut
of the superb Kenllworth Inn, which
graces HRe o quecn, o noble hill, en-
chreled by mountuinsg and overluoking
the oy, 200 feet below and two miles
away, and the bheautitul French Broad
and Swannonoa vivers in the valley, 1is
mwany  pleturesgue gubles amd  towers
are geen for mibles, cither up or down
e Fertile villeva

A TeW VeITE A0 s
cupltidisle, among them  Gaorge W,
Vandevhilt, atteactisd by the eqguable
clinuite and boautles of Asheville, pur-
vivdgedd 0 1ract of 160 aeres vpon
aunny #lops of  Beaumont  mountain,
within the olty Hmits amd erected this
iassive, beautiful stirueture which from
any polnt of view I8 pleturesgque from
without wnd inviting  amd hineslike
from  within, The rvondway, leading
oo Biltmore  stallon i8 deoply mne-
viwdamiged and winds gracefully up
through the ravine wmd woodlung Lo Lthe
Lotel Jugt on Ltop of the Coot-hill, The
porte cochere, marklng lta entrance
Is construeted of granile and s bullt
in the #iyle of o fortress, Thiv  1irst
story of the Inn s bullt of stone and
auraunded by plazans, =oine  twenty
feet in wildth, which arve dupliciated on
thi slories The porehes covel
1L fent af Wil are broken up
Cviriery, Within the towers nre
mgniflolent sen o parloys, thiviy-
Lhree fest I diivmeter from which can
b ..l-t wned views covering 1,200 st
mibles of derritory, Includiug 26 peaks, n!’
the 48 o be found in this section, which
nre higher thon Mount Washington,
guvibing east of the Hoocky mountiins,
the highest being Mount Mitchell, 6,742
feet high,
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1 THE labge and
elegant amd dainty
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expresses the hnpressions
wious visitn, It is shinply pers
wi ddeal home, Looking from
the Enoll and two hundred feet below,
s the Hwapnnooo river, the most
beantifol stream, with thvee sets
capdds I the Jomediale view, lending
imusic o the while o Shady
positl of twently miles wlong s bunks is
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south and oveplooks the magnifl-
cient estute of George W. Vanderbilt
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